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KO MORE HOIETIES.

Mlass Meeting of Merchants at
Steinway Hall.

Seathing Denunciation of
the Moiety System.

LEG*LIZED OPPRESSION

Report of the Speclal Committee of the
Chamber of Commeree,

Epeeches by Joseph H. Choate, Jackson
8. Echultz,

The special meeting of the Chamber of Commerce
which was held last evening in Stemway Hall “to
hear the report of the Committee on Revenue Re-
form as to the actlon recently taken by them n

Washington,”" was indeed a special meeting in |

more ways than one, Special technically, accord-
Ing to the call ikauecd lor it, It wus also special In
that it was one of the largest meetings of “‘solid
men that have been held 1n this city for yeuars,
The entire body oi the nall was tilled, with the ex-
cepilon of the last two rowas of chairs, with mem-
bersof thé Chamber not only, but with importer s
who are not members, and merchants gene-
rally, who have an interest as strong, though
it may ve not so direct, as that which
the importers have in seewng the infamous moiety
rystem speedily destroyed. On  the platiorm
were George Updyke, Vice Preslient Clamber
of Commerce; A. A, Low, J. 8, Behultz, 8. B.
Chittenden, Cyrus W. Field, fleorge W. Lane,
Willism N. Fogg, Willlam M. Veriullye, Leopold
Bierwirth, Joseph Eeligman, J. A. Etevens, Jr.;
James M. Constable, 8, B. Hogeles, Ambrose
snow, D. €. Hobhins, Joseph Btuart, Joseph
Cnoate, Gustave Sohwab, Ohver Hoyt, Jonathan
Sturges, L. E. Chillender, Samuel Sloan, M, K.
Jesup, Jumes 8, T, Strunshan, Jumes M. Brown,
Wililam P, Lee, Willlam C. Stnarr, Wiham J,
Peake, Charles Mall, Elllot C. Cowdin, Charles E.
Beebe and J. N. Pnelps.

Ajter Mr, Opdyke bud formally opened the pro-
eecaings Mr. Joseph A. Choate was introduced.
His speech was lstened to with rapt atiention,
His surcastle aliusions to the percentages enjoyed
by the United States District Attorpoey, the Navay
OfMicer and the Coliector, and to the /act that
they were “‘great distorters of the legal ming,”
and that there had been found a man, 10 nge Lord
Chutham's words, “of suffigient proilzacy” to
argue that the luw of 1363 anthorized the scizure
of merchauts! hooks and papers was cou-titutional,
created a great desl ol merriunent,  His telling hits
b the expeuse of the Cusiom lonse olleers wio,

1u conjunetion with “4 leading depredutor upon
the pockets ‘of New York merchuuts," had che

lninmous law approved by the Seccetary of the |

‘I'Tensury ; his denuueciation ol the spy system as an
fniamy anil hig assertion that the only way to
umend the law was 10 alolish 1t altogether and
“put nothing (o its place” were lowdly ap-
ponded.  Hi8  respects to  Jaypne and “‘men
worthy of his pame’ were pild o & vein of biting
surcasm that brought down ithe nouse. When e
firgt wentoned his name the whole weeting broke
out luto hlages, showlug quite pialaly that Jayne,
“ihe great tmperial iniormer,’ a8 Mr. Choaie
called him, wiil by no means hereaiter Le cobsuls
ered eliner as the geneval delight or as the par-
ticulur oy furever ul the mmercantile community.
The #peeches thut followed were all brimiul of
1acte and figures relotive to the relgu of terror
whieh the Importers have 8o long labored under,
aud lhunglh tiiey, no doubt, wereé unable to g1ve their
hearers, lLmporters tiemselves, auything new in
the matier of the extortions sulfuTed by the mer-
chisnis by reason ol the mode in which the law of
1863 18 entorced, tlie gpeeches certainly served to

wake up the merchants to the 1act that they had |

cerrain rights which even tue goveroment had o
respect.

As un expression of the general sentiment of the
merchants of this city 88 Lo the injamy of the law,
w ich plages them virtuuily at the mercy of sples
and miormers, the ineeting was in  point of
numbers, tnfuence and entnusiam & declaed suc-
cess; nnd It 18 nighly probable, wlen the special
cominittee’s report ana the proceediugs o1 the
meeting are read st Waskington ithat the stand
e mmportsTs nave openly takeu, as evinced av the
meeting, will have no suall isfioence upon Con-
greas 1o 1ts proposed legislution for “Revenue He-
torm."

The meeting was opened by Mr. George Opdyke,
who =ail that this 18 & specinl meenng of the
Chamoer ol Commerce, with wihom were associated
muny mercantile iwiends, wmvited to hear the repors
ol the commitier of the Uhamber onrevenue re-
torm, anid to appoint & committee Lo Visit Wash-
ington, and, in co-operation with commiliees from
otjer Clin mrbers ol Uomieree, to urge upon Con-
gress the oecesaty ol adopting some  radical
change n Lhe law relating to the colleclion of cus-
toms, He said, In conclusion, that the

HEFORT ON REVENUE REFORM
would be read by Mr. John Austin Stevens,
1epoit i8 a8 (ullows 1—

The speelnl committee to which the Chamber of Com-
merce NLEusten (e preseniation o Congress ol 18 reso-
lutions on réevenue reform respecituliv report thet m
obedienee to ils mstracuons, and having j‘gmml to them-
relves obile counsel, they proceeded w Washing oo on
the i6ith day ol beoruary. They were there maet by o
delegal lon trom HBoston, niso agsisted by connsel. A joint
plnn of netlon was sgréed upon and the presentation of
ihe gubject aliotteil,  In resjonso Lo reguest of the Uom-
mities of Ways and Means, through us chairman, they
appeared betore that vody oo the I'I'IOlm]l}u ol the ITih,
wien, alter sliart conguitaiion, durlng which Mr. Dawes,
the chatrman, stated his mability to be present on ac-
count of argent private business i Aassachinset the
heuring was posiponed unitl the &t of March. This ar-
raugement was quite in comtormily with the views of

uur delegniion, reudiru tho printing of the report of
he Secrewary of the Tieasury upun tho tines and for-
teltures the Lust four years,

The Chamber ag well as the publte at large remember
that subsequent to thiz adjoncmwent a special sgent of
the Treasury uppearsd Lefore the Commitee of Ways
and Means and indoleed 1o vielent personal attacis
upon meretinnis who had suffored trom the lnw and in
delnmutory nspersions oi the mereantile class at large.
It 1s Bol uece-sary hers to dwell upon this sub,ecl por to
give o it au aodGe umportance.  An alusion Is only
maide to bring out elearly the reason why an application
o tue Comnuties ol Ways o Means tor & chuuge in
the revenue sysiem In part driited Into a personal con-
troversy beiweesn the informer and victms.  The
personal elwment having however, been introduced inw
the coutroversy, It was ciearly the
eouimitte e—njm‘gmnln COnCUr in e committess
of vitier citles~that it should be disposed ol boiore the
presentation of the resolutions with which we were
charged by yourselves. When at last our hearing was
hul thero were prescnt the committecs of Boaton, Phils-
aelphin, Balumere sod (rom the Natlonal Boara of Trade,
The case for the murchanis w. 1 b e |
of the rosion delegation in an able nrgument tor the re-

al ol the mnln!y systein, showing Its gemorallzing
enilencies and its uniortunate influence in alienating
the affcotlons of the merchants from the government
To this view the gounsel wis snpported by the gentlemen
irom the Hoston Board of Trade, who each in torn ad-
dressed the commitee, and were examibed in detall by
irs members,

This brauch of the subject disposed of, your delegation
were eallod tpon, and o their wrn submitted terongh
counsel arrumnnts upon the unconstituwtionslity of the
sulgure of books and papers and tie general hardships o
the law, with coplous dluseratfons irom cases within
ibelr personnl practice. The various members of you
delegation wero also heard and examined o detail, an
at the close the m-nl.lemug from Fhiladelphin and Balti.
mors and the representative of the National Hoard gave
their testimony in the same direction, and sustal the
demund for a radiesl ehange in the system.

Atter careiul comparison ol views the delegation had
agreed 1o conflue thomaelves "}1 & demand for glve
changes in the law, A copy of the prinied lorm which
they :uhnuum‘l.w Lhe Wn;u and x““i Committee is ap-
wended to this repo he prullme chunges consist,

rai, of a repeal of the law authorizing the selzure of
Looks and papors. Becond, of that giving moities to in-
tormers and others, ‘Lhird, o Hmit aetlons tw recover
penaltics and forieitures on the Fan of the ?vemmum
to two years. bourth, to log all jorfeitures (o the ltems

{ an invoice In which theve |8 fraud. Fifth, to render
;iu paymetit of dutles conclusive upon all parties in ab-
senoe of frand.

The arguments brovght forward in support of the
various changes are too familiar to the mercaniile com-
muniky to necd nuly lenul.llg repetition haie. The em-
bBarrassmoent coeated to merchants by the seizure and dae -
tention of thelr hooks, arresung thelr business, lnjuring
thelr erodit, without, in cuses of innocence, vither re-
drom or reparation, 19 well knewn, Notso the general
low stindard of offieial elimraeter into which the Custom
Houso peems 10 have fallen—a demoralization marked
and widespread enongh o exeite the l:ﬂlulllrﬂt and con-
tempt even of the inforiners who proiited by it

‘ith regard to (he system of moleties, it Is cortain
thai there s no compensation 1 the nnount of resenue
saved to the government for the gencral twroptation lo
permit iraud wa a spurce of protit (o ollicisls and Inf .
ers. For 1t is certain that the interest of eacli of these

I 8 rather | d by & looss adminisiration of
the Custom House than by “a severe and sirict super-
vislon of the minor ofcials, which would wholly
.li";'!li:_t” ll:.\' Inirmgment  of ]tnn lum‘; it

arkhy ot remar) hut yar, @

of the cnses of frau l}mun‘llt mr:hfﬁutice of tho
Cangressional Uommittes by the Spocial Agent, were of
wollusl beiween the importer nnd some Costom House
ofloinl—sither er, weigher, or lguidat
ing clork. buch frauds us these deserve and shotld re-
ceive pevore punlshment; but I8 taere any safficlent
reason why an nl-t;rpumm law should be @ for thit
un;xlnmeul. which fulls within the penal codet  Prac-
teally, as adinitted by the District Attorney in his testl-
mony, the Irasdulent merchant s fAned o large sums,
while the guiliy otticial has in no instance of late been
brought to justice. or even threatened with suit; and it 13
:fnkg f:""miﬂ ngents tlumr-qlren that, al.

The

though eomp + they still retain b
Surely no mung:r rool’ gr the evil wnr?:fnpu:t w&t
molety law need ven, The reauest to llnul‘ uctions

for penalties and lurlu_}tiural toa period of two yonrs is
e e .2y

rtain P law ( sul
muu.:hlrby the government at any ume with‘in .‘f.lv’:
years. This is maniiestly unjust. Even two years Is an
uurommlry period.

All of the eummllrmhp Iald ld'ut stross upgn gu limi-
tlon of forfeliures to the speeifie items in which fraud or
undervaluation are proven, and maked that the taing
ahould no reach the whole invoice. Perbapa no part of

© investigation aroused more interest and diversity of
ovipion than this. agd from tls very diversity re

é:d&uent ot your |
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Commitiee of Wavs us rendered it ;.a
urge, thateach an rson :, m*
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gﬁuu :;uuvgpnwd' da !ﬂ& m? complete an
triuinph nwt house o the hon-
oroil ! of the T i 8 memUler, they did nod
l'ulnll their duty to 1ake any parttherein, the subject
1s only here al 10 mlimrhurl . just wit-
ne=s 10 the thurous: vindication,

Your commitiee nre gl:na to believe { their efforis
have pot been in vﬂ% that presait move-
ment at permanen 18 to re-nik the long
investigation hefure Ways and Means Commities
they were grati beyund measure at the constunt, un-
SR porn Sod B Y S e
o 1 " Ve
erllhhonrupoat o day an o¥ evening, and ooverin,

@ current busi-

seniatives demanded careiul

| attention, esch & mewmber gave the sgame un-

| wearled hearing, and their many ana_pertinent queries

| ad lo lljnlurlllol "—“,JL:;; mhr‘ln‘lrrn mm " thetr
eneral resolve g ect i

r u LB Ili nro such

nearly Lwo Weoks, ot 8 period when
news of the House % l::uu

egisdntion ns tho grievanees eomplained of
wille not neglecting the nfw of the revenue, Fur the
ual Kindness and col

many Instances ol pe uriesy onthe
&m Hw ofMicers and members your mmltmwmu%c

ver grateiul, Mot the least pleasing gunot this expe-
rienee wis the entire freedom from political or partissn
feeling in the course of the mvestigzation. seemed
animated by the same laudable motive—the prosperity

i, eur Sermitioe Mot 16 ath FORHH

1 -

prul\': of the definite changes sought by lih;mwln

portad by whioh they purpose to dontinue ihe

obtuln the reliel so long &nd patlent aited 1

of which 18 respectiully submitted, r %ﬁm
JUHN AUS Iglb VENBE, Jr.

Resolved, That the Chumber of Commerce, and the
moerchants of New York i concert with them, wholly
and hearuly approva and endorse the ehauges in the
revenue lwws asked lor by the representatives ot th
moereantile interests of the gréat commercinl gftlo-. "'4
uurlll_}sstl.v gy Hpon the Ways and Ifa_ml Commtiee o
the Honee of Repressntatives to reporta blll inm con-
formity thereto, without annecessary delay.

I'he above report and resolution was then put to
the meeting hy the Chairman (Mr. Updyke) and
were unanimously adopted,

BPHECH OF JOSHPH H. CHOATE.

MR. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN—It seems when
we see that the Chamber ol Uommerce, the
recognized representatives of the commercial 0=
terests of New York, has taken the matter in hand—
have volunteered their eervices and pledged them-
Belves to carry 1t out, tocarry the war into
Africa, a8 we are assured they aro determined to
do by this report which we have just heard read—
it thus seems that the reign of terror under
which the merchants of the country bave so
long sufered and to which some of the
Atrongest and most honest merchants have
succumbed, 18 near Its end, and that the chaing
wh eh huve bound them under unjust luws are
about to be broken. (Applnnse.) And, for one of
snother profession, 1 musr eny that the mercnants
re to be warmly congratulated on the present
aspect ol ullairs, d one who hus looked quietly
on [or the iast 18n years, since tne passuge ol the
notéd law of 1363, and seen how it hua been per-
verted to 8 weapon of destruction to the honest
importer aud unotdending merchant, cannot bus
oxpress gratification awond pride that at last tho
merchauts ol this great city have beeu roused to o
sense ol their. dsoger wnd taken sheir vindi-
eallon  in  thelr own hands, 1t must be
gald, however, that the  (mporters and the
merchants buve, to # great extent, themselves 1o
thupk lor the oppreéssion wilth wialgh they have
been harnssed aod the tyranny exerglied over
them, The merchauts seem to have awakened to
o knowledge ol thedr nights, and now Enowing are
determined to maintuin them. (Applause,) 1tls
, true a8 regards them gs in whe political gense,
“that they who would be Iree themselves muss
atrike the vlow,” (Applause.) The matter is now
i thelr own hands, and e grievances toey have
g0 long sufered upder will vanish Jtke mist be'ore
the morning suil the momons they have made np
thelr minds to state them und to resist the op-
pregsion which imposes on them these grievances.
The merchants walt, anove sl things, to be placed
in such an attitude befora (ke Jaw that they can
uuderstand their rights and duties under the law,
and thuos to be ubie 10 take care ol themselves;
that the extraordinary motives for extortion and
corruption that Lus been placed in the hands ol ra-
pacions oicers und more rapacious and corrupt in-
jormers shull be strickenout ol the law. (Appiause.)
| The grean evil that hes at the bottom ol all this 18

1n vite ad valorem, instead ol the specitie, system of

duties. The greuwtevil wiich the Chamber of Com-

| merce is llkely to strike with one full BWoop 18 the
| iniguitous molety system by which these extraor-
dinary luducements—too great, o fact, 0T human

| nature to resist—are held out for Injustice and op-
| pression. You ail know to what | reler. The law-
| by which in every esse of foreiture only one-batf:
goen to the delrawiled government and the olher
all 18 divided, oue-hall to the informer and the
other ball goes among certain revenue oflicors
who are supposed to bo charged with the protec-

| tion of the government and the collection of the
| nonest dutics ol the government. | now come 10
the great englne of oppression which the law of

Congress has placed in the hands of revenue offl-

eers and injormers—l refer to the weli known act

of 1863, providing for the examnuation of the
books und papers of the merchunts whom
the revenne oicers and inlormers may: de-
mire or pretend to suspect of frands, 1 be-
| Weve that the merohants generally ana the Cham-
ber of Commerce vl this city demand that this lnw
| sahdl be stricken from the statute book and nothing

=

of the kind ever again put in {ta place, (Applanse.)
| You all remember what the famous Lord Chatham
| said abont the great maxim of English liverty—
| that every man's nouse 18 his castle—and whyy Be-
| vause 1t is surrounded with 4 moat or delended by
walls and remparts¥ No. It wight be a hut ol
straw, tneé winds wight whistle turough It, the

not, (Grest  applanse.) 1I  toat wons a good
doctrine for Englisumen before our Hevolution s
it not good doctrine for Americans under our con-
stitution ¥ (Cheers.) Now, the only way to amend
this obnoxious law 1s to abolish it alvogether, (Ap-
plause.) What {8 the great plea lor 1t? Necessity—
necessity, the tyrant's only plen. Even onr Districs
Aitoruey, on whose judicial judgment it rested (o
| sy whether s prosecution snould be instituted
| upder the law, receives his share of the gpoils,
Aud our present District Atioruey went 1o Wash-
ington the otner day and tola the committee of
Congress thut e could not see LoW the govern-
| ment could dispense with 1t.  Well, [t must

| be sald thot the lnw was mnever thought
of il 1863; and 1l the government ana
this  country conid get along

eople  of
| Eurmummml? in the matter of revenne from the
| Teundutlon of the government ontil 1843 I cannot
| pee how they cannot get om withount it In the
| tuture. The ulst.uri)' of the parsage ol that law is
wel known, The law never was passed with the
knowledge of the people of the couniry—it was
what 18 vulgarly called & put-up &ub-—[l.job put on
the merchants by tnlormers and Custom House
ofMcers, (Applanse.) The law wad passed in 1861,
when our great and glorivus sSeeretary of the
Treasury that we bad on that aay was overwhelmed
with the terrible prospoet before the conntry—
when the (e of the nalion was at,
ptake, and he wad nnxiously devising the
means of successiul rescue; then it woas that
the leading depredators on the private rights and
pockets of the merchants got up that law by the
uld of revenue officials, Under these consldera-
toal, assent of the Secretary of the Treasury, and |
such an uppressive clanse was incorporated in the |
Revenue bill. Lord Chathsm seid that the most
oppressive aml obnoxious of laws was that of
general warrants 1o enter a man's house and
search and seize, if they wers to be found, all
pers or books or other articles shat mighs be
used to testity against him. Lord Chathain said
about the same time that he did not bhelieva
a man could be found of sniMicient prodigacy
to advoente n law of that kind ; but I il
Chatham was witt us to-aay he wonid not be dis-
appointed ia nis scarch lor soch & man or any
number of such men, (Applanse.) Idoubt If you
can find & AL AMONE &0y of those wien Who res
oolved & molety or percentage who will coinelde
with Lord Chatham in that opinton. But, no mat-
ter wiether the law was coustitutional or not, the
way In wnich It is pdnministered n this city makes
It one of the most oppressive Lnstruments of wrong
and tyraony that were ever Invented in w ires
try. Any honest merchant, if you please—anil
even in these times every merchont 18 presomed to
be bonest until he I8 proved io be a rogeal—any
honest merchant who dischnrges n dishonest clerk
or disagreeable porter in his employment I8 sub-
Ject to the revonfaml feelmgs ol the discharged
employéd, How shall he have his  revenge ¥—
that 18 the question, He Lurns his eyes lmmedl-
ately to the moleties. He has been with s em-
Hl.onr many years; knows all the contracts that
ave been made In the bunsmess ol the howse;
knows all the secrets ol the books of the firm; all
the lttle irreguinrities, nll the technieal giounda
of fjorfeiture; knowa of Bume eotries made
under an_ inoocent mislake—some aceidental
owmisslon of Bome petty cuarge lor cartage, lor in-
surnnce or freighi, and ne hoars of Jayne, that
great imperial miormer.  (Applasuse.) Ho under-
StAnds that Jayne has ma peveral bargains
with other parties in  hig position, discarded
clerks, and s0 he goea to Jayne's office or some
other special ngent worthy ol the name ol Juyne—
(laughter and applause)—ani he says to nim, *'How
much will 1 be gllowea 1t 1 give you some {nlorma-
tion that will lead to large lorfelturest” “Wei,"
gave the special agent, “what will be the size of
the forfeiture s “0h," aays the clerk, “I can make
It as big as you please,” (Laughter and applause,)
And 50 they arrange for a snare of the share of the
informer. That 18 what Jayne meant when he
talked of the $280.000 that be had to divide with
others, He finds out thal on syme importations for
threo or lour years there ia o screw loose some-
where—something leit oot that should be put in,
~No fraud 18 iutended, but there 18 a_chance for a
stake and they go for it. (Laoghter.) ‘lhey want
to get st the merchant's Looks and papers to

seprch for pomething to accuge hum, The law en.

rains might enter it, but the King himsell conia |

tions the law recelved the nominul, if not the vir- |
the law passed Congress belore any one knew that |

ables them to 4o this efectuslly. It is Lhe maxim
of the law that no er: #oall be called ou to
accuse himseil; but that ls ignored by the luw, and
the seizure of bouks and papers 13 mude the in-
strument of ty nighmeut, The law
says that the - and of ke merchant

shiil be geized and carried off whenever it shall ap-
1o the sallslaction of the Judge of the bistrict
‘ourt thut a irsud has been committea, Then the

s rl'? to Lbe Marshal o
.t‘»'o?h ana;gpa rolating to the lur-
wu fra 50 they. an  amdavit,

ho sweurs to It? The
he lies back.

the

tded clerkt Oh, Do;

Abont three out of the four—nine
out of the ten—ol the AMAAVits ana complaluts upon
whta WAITRULS are d have isaued

; agentof t
ouse. Woat does he know about it ol his own
knowledge? Nothing; nothing, What
does he swear? Eel::ruu [ huvmm%ﬂ
and belief ‘i lluaa- believe
Do o Tach ho revedos 80 the i elaios 0 cor:
irw r ]
tmﬁmwrhﬁm d that it 18 neceasary Lo selze
the books Eaeﬂ of  the porier,
That Is not what the law means, bad as it Is. Not
al wll W{:‘s‘to tne law gﬂ£ I8, 1t mmnbeam‘gz
aliday, DO, 4
Dlatriot Jums.:ﬁau B 'iraud hib been committed.
Does the Judge know anything more about
}}hﬂu\}g.l ue Or bis assistant swears he be-
eves that a irand bas been commitied? No, You
comd not go to the City Hall and get an attach-
ment large enough to0 levy & ‘Ig upon
such an afildavit u8 thak  (Cheers, ou could
not get an order for the arrestor any honest white
man on stuch an aMdavit as that. Much a law

a8 that strikes at’' the very root of the
liberties of the qﬂonl.. 50 oppressive and
aw become that a merchant

na_ has the
not long since sald to me:—“It 18 cn.elper'wr!
$10,000, although not commtting the sligntest
offence; than to be compelled to spend ghree or
four weeks I the Dwstrict Court to have it deter-
mined wihether he was an honess man or & knave,"
1 say feavi¢ssly that tius luw Is such & terribie
weapon of oppression that no free mun should sub-
Bot withous. reliets tongml‘”“w} sirendy. béen
ous relier, C n
reaghed, and I do not believe that there 18 Cuatom
House influence enough on the part of [nlormers
or molety hunters in Uougress to defeat the just
aemands ol the Chamber ol Vommerge. (Applanse.)
BPEECIH OF W, B, BARBOUR.
The President then Introduced Mr, Barbour,
President of the Board of Trade of Paterson, N. J,
Mr. BARBOUE 8ald (—Mr, President und gentlemen,
Iam glad to see among this large andlence of mer-
chunts &nd manufacturers s0 many of the well
known frlends of our firm. Iam 10 bave an
opporiunity of meeting them Lere and explaining
m them wh{ for 80 many lung mouths we have
en unidble to deliver dur merchandise to them
with the same regularity as we had done for the
twenty years, I need hardly give you,gentle-
men, the story of the long lst of oppressions
and outrages nrrntl.ned upon us wnd ug::
our maunufacturing interests by those shielded .
R“les ol tne reveuue lews. (Cheers.) Thar story I
wve been induced to place bejore the publio within
the !ast week, and I have Leen asked by imnauny
friends and acqualntances if that statement, long
a8 It 18, 18 all true. | Bay to-night belore you that
that statement |8 true ug&npel. Uueers.) We are
in & pesition to prove it. € bad been induced by
the Lberal luws of this country to come over with
our flax machinery. We bad the misiortone to
come over here with csﬂ;al. miuchinery and skilled
workmen. We made large investmenis in Pater-
son, erected machinery and started our enter-
prise, For geven years we went on uninterroptedly
and, In the development, woe were considered to
Bave carried on a rery-énwfulu bnsingss enter-
prise. Last year, genliamen, 1 think we were culled
upon to pay local taxes to the smonut ol $8,700, I
have already etated how our ftrouble coms
menced In Revenne Depariment. Wo did
not walt to have a warrant_issued for the seigure
of vur books and paperds, We carried our books
down to the Kevenune Department. (Ubeers.)
We npsked the oflicials to wo careiully through
them to sce if they could detect error, clerical
or otherwise, upon which to found a charge
of frand, We asked those oflclals to o
through oor worka and examioe all the
ramidcations of onr businees, and see I they could
pubsatantiute any charge they might make agalpst
our gouds, 1t wus of Do aviail 1 think we had
backbone and pluck, aiter fourteen long months
ol o gontest With those revenune oflicers, and
wonm recommend auy lmporting fivm Lo show
thedr batkbone and pluck., (Cheers,) 1 think the
Dest thang any one can do when these pleasant
genue i1, the 1evenus ofeers, come lb, 18 to
and them over your caslibox and tell them to
help sofmsclyes, (Cheers.) It 18 right fo rémons
gtrate ngalnst these proceedings,  There are
many I flrms wiose names 1 ¢ould repeat, and
with whidh the pubite aré [amillar, who have
Within the past 1wo years ceased to keep o stock
of gouda here,, They slmuly represent their busis
ness by sampies, and deilver their goods as I;I_.]l.‘-g
arrive by each stcamer, iy this means they avol
the risk of having thewr property seized aud con-
fiscated upon some | ry cliarge or clerleal
error, 1 have had some twenly years' experience
fn this city as an importer, and I tuink the
merchants here preseut will: agree with me in say-

| #lty & great pumber of detalis, ‘We Irequently re-
| celve the Involce by the =ame steamer which brings
our goods. There 18 geneérally & great horr
in making up an invoice, and it 18 quite impossi-
ble 1ot merchants o be responsible lor every littie
detadl that enters Intothe making up of an invoica
of merchandise, (Cheers.) Yoo can easlly see,
gentlemen, what an immense temptation 18 to a
| yonug clerk or employé wilen he 13 oftered a large
| ‘Bnua as an Informer to geét up & little irregularity
or. pome clerical error so as to divide. the spoll be-
tween the Informer and the revenue omeers. Ido
not know, gentiemen, that I need say anything to
| rnn about the law. That matter has. been clearly
ald down by my friend on the miur. (Mr. Choate).
There 18 one law, however, that I undersitand as
well as any lawyer,
and wrong— (chieers) —and I think that If aiaw
exists to-day which permits those revenue officers
to march into our counting houses and take away
our books and papers, the sooner all merchunis

face the better. The sooner we &ftand
| together, shoulder to shoulder, tn deience of cur
| rights the sooner we will be safe. (Clieers,)
| There 18 one thing merchants prize, even above
| thelr books, papers, mouney or roperl.{ —Ehat 18,
‘ their good name und reputation. (Uheers,) I

(Cheers.)

ghould |ike to know what inducement can be held
| out totoretgn eapitalists 1o Invest in developing
the resources of the counrq ? (Uheers,) A nier-
chant wishes to hand down to posterity the bonest
reputation 0! a Hietime, and was (his to be fliched
away from him by the government that he may
have done much Lo uphiold and mamtain? (Cheers,)

| SPEECH OF JACKSON B, BOHULTZ,
Mr, JACKSON 8. SCHULTZ Was the next speaker.
He said that the revenue ofMcers of this districe
| hag chorgea the merchants of Now York w.th
petit larceny, with bribery, with having im-
properly influenced public officers und with hav-
ing deprived the public treasury of (8 doe. That
was the Indictment. Were they gulity or notu
nilty? He bad put in the plea ot them at Wash-
ngton that they were not gullty. (Cheers,) They
shunld not allow statements to go to Wush-
ington without the antidote, He read a letter
irom Mr. i, B, Clafin, stating that sowe changes
whonld be made in the Revenue lawe, though sonie
nouses bud been led into trouble (rom the perplex-
ing eharacter of the tarul. He replied to thac
note, culling attention to irregularities at a cer-
tain lormer time, abont four or nve years ago, ad
to this came o reply, statng that they had rome

That was all that Pheips, Dodge & Co, diu. It began
ana ended with a correspoudemee.  When Mr.
Claftin stated that he peyver had any trouble in
ﬁm{u t? thg Reveonune laws he wns mistaken.
e lund freight on goods shonld be added to the
cost of them, and when Mr, Olatin wenu down to
the Custom House and was told he most pay he
did pay. Tobat was bolore Mr, Jayne snd his reign
of terror began. I this had occurred in Jayne's
{ time Mr, Claflin's hooks wonld have been taken
down to the Calentta Blackhole in the Custom
House, and 11 this bad been done to hun he proba-
by would have acted more In unison with his feliow
| citizens and merchants.  {Cheers.)  Under the
admimstration o Jayne Mr, Ulaflin's importations
probably would have subjected him to trouble, In
1863 an order eame (rom Washington to seize the
hooks and papers of g most respectable merchant
in thig city. Lhe special agent sent for & young
mnan who had been in Lhe employmens of tnis mer-
chant, and on hearing whal thls person had to say
It was replied that the guremmnnt of this great
oountry couid not atford to go into so small and
mean a business, !\;haar».) ‘That great nerchant
was A, T, slewart. (Uheers,) @ speaker re-
ferred In severe terms to Juyne, who, he sald,
linid  no objection to  seize  letters  and
glrmlta papers, even the letters of ladies. ‘::heara.
@ wont on to show that Woodward, Robinson
Co. did nos intend (o do any wrong, Jayne admit-
ted to wthe committee of the House that he had taken
50,000 from this tirm, and the stutement enraged
one oOf the committee so much that be (Mr.
Schaltz) thought e would bave broken Jayne's
other Jeg and Oupg him out of the window.
(Cheers.) Jayne was the direct agent of whe gov-
ernment, superior to the Colector of tne Fort,
gnd conld they inagine any Lerrorisin greater than
that of Jayne hoiding bandeuis before a wituess,
und telling blm to deciare the whole truth?

The possibilily of & new issue of inconvertitle |

paper 1 regard with amasement and analety, and,
in my judgment, such an issue wowld be a delri-
ment wud a shame, — CHARLES SUMNER.

FATAL RESULT OF A BROOELYN FRACAS,

Death of Sigusmund from the Blow of a
Stone.

Jacoh Signsmund died at the Long Island College
Hospital at an early bour yammlnrv morning irom
the effects ol u fracture of the skoll by a blow Irom
o paving stone thrown by a boy in the street, as
detalled in the HERALD BOmE “i"' s{o. The stone
struck him on the left side of the hénd, kKnocking
hiim #en«eless to the ldewalk, The brother of the
prosiraie man procured tance and had him
removed to g home 10 the vielnity. A few days
after ne was taken to the hospital, where he was
trepanned, and Iragments of ihe skuil which hao
been  pressing upon the brain  were re-
moved, adorcing the patlont nfcm“ reiler
and restoring consciousness, which he re-
talned jur two days, or up to within five
dais before his death, The assallant Crowe, who
18 only seventeon years of age, was artested lnst
week and ar ed belore Justice leélmar, who
committed him to  jail Wka about
twenty-Nve years old, a natlve of Germany and o
baker by trade. A posi-mortem examioativn will
be made and the luguest beld to-day,

g that (o the importing business there s of neces- |

and that 8 the law of right |

turn round sod stare such a law Bquare in the |

correspondence with the Secretary of tlie Treasury. |

WASHINGTON.

Prospect of a Vote on Finanee in
the Senate To-Day.

LOUISIANA'S CREDITORS

Double Taxation in the
District of Columbia.

Wasningron, March 25, 1874
Finance In the Senate and Inter
state Transportation Iin the House—
Gloomy Prospect for the Latter
Measure,

In the Benate the finance yuestion was resumed
1o a lengthy and able speech by Senator Bayara, of
Delaware, strongly protesting sgainst an locrease
of the currency clreulation and urgently advo.
cating & specie baais system of national money ob-
ligstions, Senalor Conkling was agaln brought to
his feet to make & legal defence of Eecretary
Richardson, in which the Senator most positively
contended that the fssuing of the forty-four millton
reserve was proper and justifiable. Senator Sher-
‘man, who does not take this view of the case,
came into the discussion, and contended that the
Becretary was unanthorized in law or in the luten:
tion of Congress in delegating power to him,

The blll to regulate commerce by railroads
among the several States, which has been & frnit-
ful sheme lor severul weeks pasi, was brought to
& vote in the House this siternoon on ordering the
main question, The yeas were 13§ and the nays
08, Mr. Niblack, of Indiana, moved that the bill
lie on the table, which was lost by yeas 02, nays
120, The hour for adjournment had arrived and
all lurther effort to get 4 final vote was useless,
When that vote is taken it will be very close, with
the chances against its passage. The democrats
voted soildly aganst the biil, with many of the
leading republicans. Even if the bill passes the
House the Senare will certalnly reconstruct it or
never act upon it at al,

Probable Ppssnge of the 8400,000,000
Amendment to the CUnrrency Bill by
the Benate, A
The report of the meeting held In New York last

night to protest agalngt turtber infation, has

been a sonrce of casual remark withont the ace
companiment of any sertous consideration. The
speeches ofsome of the participants provoked laugh-
ter among the inflationists, especially those made
by partiea who imporivned the President and the

Becrerary of the Treasury, on one Sunday at the

Fifth Avenue Hotel, to let loose the whole of the

forty-four million reserve, and thus help avert, as

they argnedffthe panic of Iast fll. It may be
truly said fthat the petitlons and resolo-
tions offered in the Senate for and against
tnfatlon have not the slighteat inflnence upoo the

Senators one way or another. The determination

to Inflate 15 as Axed In the Senate as In the Honse,

taken fixing the legal teuder circulation at
$400,000,000,
A Bill to Aunthorize United States Clr=

cult Courts to Issue Writs of Man.

domui-=Ai Measure to Relieve the Cred-

itors of Loulsinna.

Mr, Uox to-day Introduted a billIn the Honsge to
authorize the Circuir Courts of the Unlted States
to 1ssug writs of mandamus in certaln cases. Thia
i8 In the Inferest of the Lonisiana bondholders,

and 1t 18 expecred that to-nforrow a vote will be |

11al of the tron, conl and other companies of Ohio,
Btating that business there I8 10 & state of stagna-
tlon on account of an insuMeient volume of cur-
rency, ani asking that the same be increased and
free banking be authorized. Heferrea to the Com-
mitiee on Finance,

Mr. MORTON sald the memorial was signed by
fifiy-one frms, and, as the Senutors (rom Oblo had
not heard of tue petitions for more currency from
that State, he desired to call thyir stien tion to
this. He also presented resolutions for more cur-
rency adopted by a large meeting of business men
at Indianspolis, Iud. Referred to the Commutiee
on Finance.

Mr. Fenmy, (rep.) of Mich., sad a few days
ago he had the bonor to prescnt a memorial for
maore gurrency from merchants of New York, and
one of the papers of that city had been pleas:d to
fuestion the laect of the petition being genuine,
He felt thankful to some of the New York papers
for puplishing the memorial in full and viodicating
him.,

Mr. Loaax, (rep.) of Ill, presented a petition
of 164 business men of New York fur an Increjse

the Finance Committee,
The morming hour having expired the Senate

resumed the consideration of the bill to provide
lor the redewnption wod rewssue of United States
notes, and ior tree bunking,

AMENDMENTR,

Mr, Bonunz, (lib,) of Mo, moved to amend
the fivsr section of the bl by sielking oot “Yeighty-
two' pod insertng “Aity-six," a0 that the Mmex-
lmom lmis of the United States notes should be
ﬁf’ﬂ,""""“““’ lugtead of §362,000,000 as Nxed by the

Mr, WRigar, (rép,) of Towa, gave notice that he
would offer an aumendment Lo strike ont the whole
01 the Arat secrion of the LI, and insert a section

roviding that the amount of United States notes
¢ olrgulation be Axed at $400,000,000,

Mr, SCHURZ argued agalnst legalizing the pors
tlon 01 the $44,000,000 reserve now i crculation,

Lo retire that reserve, aud there wius DO wutburily
lor Its retsaae,

Mr. BAYARD, (@em,) of Del,, opposed any Increase
of Irredccmu.lnla paper moncy., He read Ifrom the
Jdournal vi Cougress of December, 1865, where the
senator from Michigan (udr. Ferry), then o meins-
ber o the Huuse of Hepresentatives, voted lor con-
tractlon.

Mr. FErny, of Michigan, sald he did 8o vote then,
having ylelded bis judgment o that of the Secre-
tary ol the Treasury. He alterwirds saw tue loly
of contragtion and voted to arrest it,

NO SPECIE RESUMPTION WITHOUT CONTRACTION.

Mr, HayaRD sald whether the road Lo specie pay-
ment be hard ur eusy It must be truvuumf. He qud
not medn to siy that by contriction wlope could
Epecie payment be reached, but 1t could never be
reachied without contracuon, He would never
give his vote for any bll which proposed to In-
credse the eurrency. As to the vaissue of pakt of
the $£44,000,000 regerve it wos wit 1out the autlority
ol luw, and e could not vore for (382,000,000 gree-
Lack orreutation provided for by this bili, as it legal-
fzied that lssue, Heagued that it was i gross nmus-
nomer to style any rtlon of the greephacks
which had begn retired as reserves,

Mr, FRELINGHUYSEN, (vep.) of N, J., sald he did
not understand that any part of the §44,000,000 bud
been cauncelled or destroyed. The whole dinount hud
been withdrawn in clie nature of a ressrve by sec-
retary McCulloch, The luw meant that  they
shounld be retired and go tuto a reserve,

Mr. BaYARD Bgld there was no questlon opon
Which there could not Lea difference ol opluion,
gnd now that the Becretary of the Treasury wis
in sore strafts ior the justification of his illegal
aetion, It was to be expectad that there would be
those who wonld side wish hun,  He (Mr, Bayard)
argued thit there was bal oue und which ever
| eonld be e:lled 4 reserve jund, and that amounted
to £60,000,000, and bad long siuce pussed out ol
existeunee,

HSECRETARY RICHARD=ON DEFENDED.

Mr, CoNELING, (1ep.) of N, Y., rewd irum the de-
hates of Cungress 1o show that the Seeretary of
the Treasury wad periectly justifled in placing the
consirucelod on the law which he did, and s
action (o reisauing o portion of that reserve was
nog 1a violation of law, The oilgsion to aeclire in
the luw that the Secretary of the ireasury should
not reldsae the money enabied him to construe
the law a8 couterring she right upon him to relssue
1t. The argwment wade Ly the geotleman feowm
Oluo (Mr, Sherinan), & lfew Jdays ago, that the pro-
vislon forbidiing the reissoe wis not put in be-

who are anxious to prevent the spoliation and
conflscation of their moneys by reason of the 80
called Funding bill of Louisiana. Under the deci-
gion in Graham va. Norton, 16 Wallace, 427, the
| ¢ourts of the United States have at present no
| power to issne writs of mandamus, The petition

cuuse it wus ol deewed wdvisable to send the bill
back 10 the House [ell to the ground, as the bl
Eaatf :omenuad ln otuer ways und wenl back to the
|  Mr. SHERMAN, (rep.) of Ohlo, said this legal d/sens-
| Alon a8 to the right of the Seoretary to 8aue e
regerve was a loss of time. The notes Lad been
1ssued and the government wos responsible lov

of those aggrieved, headeda by Morgan, Sellgman,

&c,, &o,, ®lhows the total funaed and unfunded

debt of Louisiona to be $24,253,566. The annual

interest is $1,49,208.

Proposced Means of Paying the District
School Teachers Thelr Salarics—Taxing
the Citly ‘ns Twice for the Same Object.
The bikgn Xing appropriaiion for the payment

of the teachers in the public schools in the District
of Columbla provides also that tle government
of the Distri¢t of Columbla shall reimburse the
United States by collecting a tax to an amount
eqnal to that appropriated, $97,740, tpon personal
property, inciuding banks and olher corpura-
tons. In other words, for the privilege of en-
Joying a loan from the government the citlzens of
the District are to be taxed twice. The blllis
likely to be defented in the Senale, as properiy
owners do not like the idea of being compelled to
bear the burdens of the baukrupt Districs govern-
ment.

The Loulsiana Contested Election Case.

examination of the case of Pinchback sgainst
Sheridan for the seat irom Louisiana, and It 18 un-
derstood will report next week thatthe record
evidence on which both claimants rest their re-
gpective cases has not epabled the committee to
declde between them.

Revenue Laws,

Committee on Ways ana Means three bllls to

amend the existing lawa in regard to moleties to

{ulormers, selzures of books and papers, and what

is technieally known as damage allowances, 1t is

unierstood that the bills have been prepared in and
reprezent the views of the Treasury Department, |

They have not yet been considered by the com-

mittee, but it I8 very lkely that their general prin-

ciples will receive the approval of the committee,
and that some such measures will be reported to
the House before long,

The Extradition Treaty with Eeunador

OfMiclally Proclaimed.

The Extradition treaty between the United States |
and Ecuador bas been ofcially prociaimed, and i8
to continue in force ten years.

Ouifits of Clothing for Enlisting Sea-
men=-=Petition of the Oflicers of the
North Atlantle Bquadron.

A very mteresting memorlal was sent by Seere-
tary Robeson to-day to the Naval Commlitree of the
House. It IS a letter signed by every offieer of the
Wabasgh, Congress, Franklin, Brooklyn, Junlata,
Dictator, Mahopae, Ticonderogs, Ossipee, Kansas,
Lancaster, Shenandoah, Canandalgun and Pawnee, |
vesseld of the United States Nnvy which comprise |
the North Atiantic squadron, asking that an outfic |
of clothing shall be allowed to our seamen. It wilt |
be remembered that the Hon. Leonard Myers'
bill for the ontfit was reported by him from the |
Committee on Naval AfMairs, amd is now on the
calendar, and this  indorsement of the
Justice of the measure will no doubt materially
ald Its passage. Rear Admiral A, Ludlow Case,
commanding the fleet, forwarded this petition,
urging the grant of the outls in a letter of great
force, and Secretary Robeson waramly approves
the bill, Soldiers pnd marines are allowed their |
| ¢lothing, but In the navy lis cost 18 dedncted from
the seaman’s pay. cansing much dissatistaction
and freguent desertioms, The passage of Mr,
Myers” il will not ouly ba just to the sallor but
will ald the eMciency ol the navy.

Woman's Rights on the Briny Deep and

in Marine Reglsters.

The Secretary of the Treasury dechdes that in
cnse where & woman I8 owner of a yacht there is
nothing In the laws of the United States which can
prevent her from being named in the marine
papers as the master thereof,

THE FINANCIAL FEVER.

AR
The Senate Approaching a Vote on the
Fqualization Bill=The Siatus of the
§14,000,000 Reserve=No Hesumption
Without Contraction—An Amendment
Filxing the Volume of Curremcy at
§100,000,000=FPertinent Questions.
Wasninaros, March 25, 1874,
The Senate did little else of lmportance to-day
than to discuss the foancial question. Beveral
penitions from merchants relating thereto were
read.

The Committee on Elections have fnished the |

Proposed Modifications of the Customs |
| fixed Senators would then be present,

Mr. .. 11. Ruberts has recently presented to the |

them, There wus good ground lor dillerence of
opinion on the subject, bul he Loped it would not
| be disenased now.
PERTINENT QUESTIONE,
Mr, Scoer, (rep,) of Pa., said after all the discus-
gion on this subject, and haviug henrd all the fnun-
| ¢l theories (rom the tuns of Marco P'olo down to
| Amaan Walker rensarsed lLere, he utterly de-
| spaired of throwlng a single ray of gl on the
agbject. It was not his parpose to discuss the
finaneial provlemn geverally, bui there were three
| gquestions which  he would reler t, how
anid whea is the pledge contained in the act of
| 1800 to be redeemed ¢ Second, what character of
| currency shall Congress urnish the people ol the
| Unlted States ¢ Tuird, whas
| rency shall ve lasued ?
| Hp sald with either one of these questlons un-
gettled business would be nnsettied, No sane
man would gay tbat the government could enter
upon specie payment lmmediately, and as dgu'.tl
| eouid not be given for notes he would redeem
. them In bonds ol the governmeni, which to-lay
are 48 good as pold, No finsucial system conld bi
devised which would prevent panics. As to the
character of the currency 1o be [oruisbed the
pe.:}-.le. he desired to see currency redecmable in

ld.  He belleved there could be o paper currency

rought to par it It be redeemed in gold or bonds,
That currency should be founded on the natlonal
falth, Before concluding his remarks Mr. Scott
yielded 1o Mr, Sehurz lor & moton that the Sannte
prooceed to tie consideration of executive business,

THE VOTE TO BB TAKEN TO-DAY.

Mr. SHERMAN gave notice that to-morrow he
would a8k tne Senate to reman in #ession until
two or three decsive voles on the Financial bLUL
| #hould be reached.

Mr. LogaN hoped there wonld be an agreement
entered into now L0 commence voting to-morrow
ufternoon at half-past two o'cloek, IU the time be

quantivy of that cur-

Mr. SHERMAN submitted resolutions providing
that ater half-past two o’clock to-morrow aiter-
noon gpeeches on toe Financial bill be lmited to

ten minutes each.

Mr. BAYARD objected. He eald he did not desire
to see such 4 rute adopted. There was a ‘)rluclille
against Umitng debate upon g snbject like this,
Were It upon an appropriation bil, Invelving no
important principles, he would not object, He
hoped tne Senate of the United States would be
the one place left In the conntry wnere the debate

| should be leit to the entire discretion of the mem-

bers of the body.

Mr. BHERMAN guve notice that to-morrow he
wonll agk the Senate to pass the resolution,

The motion of Mr. Scourz to go into executive
BESRION Was agreed to,

The possibitity af @ new (ssue of inconvertihte
paper 1 regard with amazement and  anxiety, and,
in my fudgment, swch an (gsus would de a detri-
went qnd a shame,—CHARLES BUMNER,

THE DISTRICT OF COLURMBIA.

Testimony Regarding the Contracts for
Paving Strects in Washington Clity—
The 0ld and the New Government.

WasmneToN, March 25, 1874,
At the mesting of the Distriet of Columha In-
veatigating Committea this morning John Collins
testified that he had lald sewers, raiged honscsd
and done parking aund other public work for the

Board of Publle Works kmountung toabout $100,000

without any contract, except that about threo

weeks ago he signed a contrach and gave a bond,
both dated back to Beptember 17, 1573, for tho
falthful periormance of cortain work amounting
to less than $1,000, all of which was doae and paid
1or fifteen months previously.

Ex-Mayor Dowen, called by the memorialists,
testified that the Board had taken away from his
property certaln pavement, bricks and lron rall-

| ing, and chat the District Assessor had rejused to

allow bim eredit for this old matecial for the rea-
son assigned thut o certificate had been jssned
agalnst nis property 1or the euntire cost of tha m-
gmvmuumﬂ. subsequently, however, he had paid

i# bill, with interest thercon, and was allowed
eredit Jor the okl muatertal, bot no Interest on its
value, Neither had he yet received the certificato
which the Assessor sald had been issued gguinst
his property.

Coungel lor the Digtrict anthorities at this polnt
ftuted o the committee that no certificate has
ever been issued agmunst the property of witness.

A reccss was here taken.

On the reassembiling of the committee Mr, Chrig-
tle, for the memorialists, moved for leave to filo
W precept 10r 4 number of witnesses from a_ Gls-
tance, The reason lor the motion Wis an expoc.
tation to_prove the leading facts alleged by tho
E‘E"“‘"‘“ in thetr charges., The wotion was

e

8, J. Bowen, ex-Mayor of Washington, recalled,
teatificd a8 lollows :—The average price paid by
the old ¢ ration for grading was sixteen cents

r yard, and each comirscs contained & clause
g‘?recnug that tne earth removed snould be de-
podited wherever the COmmissIOners of the sov-
oral awards ahoull dlrﬂ:a the unaerstanaing be-
ing that snch earth should be ready for puling the
streets reguiring 1o be flled.

Peter McNamara testified that he is an oid con-
tructor; was a large contracior uunder the old
corperation ; concracts under Bowen and Emery
were not untiormly let 1o the lowest bidder: the
price for ing was aghoat elghteen or twenty
eenta per yard, and it was tho uulversal custom

Mr. MonroX, (rep.) of Ind., presented & memo-

of the contractors to use the earth taken Irom the

In the volume of the currenéy. It was referred to |

and sald that 1t had been (he intentlon of Congress |

| ject to the legacy and succession tax,

| given fo sevorgl partles a

grading nnder the Hosrd
forty cents yard for old gravelled st and
hm-ﬁm for ulq:-.mr e the
compelled In all cases Lo deposit
the earth In the streets necessary to be fiied ; the
ot 5e oud DOFROTALIEN conTaots o i vars
L} ACLA tu
extabiished by of Pubilic Works,

The possibllity of @ néw i8sue of inconvertibla

nient and a shame.~CHARLES BUMNER.
SANBORN'S “COLLECTIONS."

The Revenue Office *“Asslet” Him=—Dism
triet Attorney Hliss Admits Recelving
Perquisites Under the Comtract=The
Great Sanborn on the Stand—=The Com-
mittee of Wnys umd Moans Refuse to
Listen to & Restricted Statement from
Him,

WaAsmINGTON, Mareh 25, 1874,

The Committes on Ways and Means gave another
hearing to-day tn the matter of the Sanhorn c¢om-
tracis. Mr, Bliss, United States Distriet Attorney
for the Southern dlgtrict of New York, made a de-
tallea statement as to the connection of s office
with the collection of the claims under Sanborn,
and parried with a great deal of dexterity the at-
tempra made by varwons memvers of the committee
to obtaln an admis 1on from him that the eontract
‘was made In bad polley and was unneceasary, He
gaid that with the ligh's now Lefore him be would
Dot now make a contract; but that at the flme 1t
was made It was apparcot that whiatever should
reach the Treasury under It was so much clear
gain, He admitted virtnally, however, that the
great discovery made by Sanborn, the key of the
whole position, was the oLitaining from the Surro-
gave's office of the st of estates which were sub-
He charag-
terized that [1st a8 & scoop net, from the contents
of which the blg flsh, thgnatared, which had nos
actunlly pald the tax, wowe aiterwards siited ont
by comparison with the records of the Internal
Revenue Cullector’s ofMice, Therée Was Lo reason
why the regular offlcers of the government coulld
not have obtalned the same information, but in
was ke the eégg of Columbusg, which anybody
might make stand on end after he saw how It was
dons, He expressed nis beliel that the $04,000 col-
lecred in New York uunder the Sanborn conlract
would never have been gollected through the regu-
lur westramentalities of the goverument, It could
ave beeu, pernaps, but It would not have been.

THE PISTRICT ATTORNEY'S PRRQUISITER,

0n heing Ruuuuued Ly Mr. Niblack in relerence
to his own five per ceut on the amount collected,
he (ustided Wa courde by saying that i, with the
consentof his superior, be could Atany time ges
money Jor readering services not jorukdden by
law he was very glud to (P‘er. Ii, and he thougnt
that everybody else would be, except, perhsps,
members of UoDgress,

Mr. Miuwnek said:—-Judge Noah Days testified
bejore < taat he dechned tue sumoe odey,”

Mr, Bliss—I do not know whether ne testifled 1t
or naot,

Mr. Niblack—He stated 1t before the committee,

Mr. Bilss—I aw conient to have wy positon aud
that of Judge Noatt Davis as they now siand be-
lore the country relatively Judged.

soficiior  Buoteld lobowed Mre. Bliss. He ap-
peared, he sald, not in the interest of sanborn, or
any prper cogtractor, but at the request of the
peeretary ol the Trensury, tu explain the relation
of the department o L coutrget question. Ap-
pieation ot conlracts tu colieét detta due the
goverminent bad been made as early ns 1969, and,
altbongd whe Secretury amd the SolluMor were not
lavoraoly disposed to L system, contracts wero
tates ol commission
Variime Jrom twenty to iy per ceut on the
‘mounts e be coliected, 1he coutractors to pay all
Lhe expenscs; but the wnvariobe result had been
thar gothilog was collected ; ut ol events, that the
government gor pering.  1he syst2m was abros
Eniel ana Was nul resumed natl tee passage of
the law under which the Sagborn ¢ontract was
glven, and 1888 care wis fmken to lnuis the com-
Wission  woder it contrnet thun there wonld
have yeen il 16 had beeu supposed that aoyihing
would be coilected. The Solictior was

BHARPLY CHOZS-QUESIIUNED

by Mr, Beck ai to why Internal Revenue Comimis

| pioner Dougluss was ot culled 1nlo eonsuitation

by the Seeretary aud e Holcitor when they uns
dertook to the law into eflect, and also as
L0 What authority he had to write loLers (o Inter-
val Revenue omMcers, dicectiug them to wid Sau.
born when the law reguired that te stould ad
them. 1o the Arst question hia reply was thac
the law referred to “debts withheld” aod nob
varticulariy to iuternal revenus matiers, and to
the secoud that the laen of assistance was that Iy
should e mutaal, and Thatl Sauborn could not very
well asslst the regular ollcers uuless they were
willing to asslst Rim. In reply to & question vy
Mr. sneldon, tne Solleltor said he hatd pno Kpow
edge, biliel or suspicion that any ofMcer of the
guvernment bad received or expected to receive
apytiung inany way frou the Saaborn coniract.
TUE GREAT SANBOLN IN THE LIFE.

After the examination of Mr. Danteld was cons
cluded My, John D. Sanborn himsell came bejors
the commigee, bur, tnstead o4 proceeding with his
stutement, he sald that he had within the Jast

| twenty-lour hours been sdvised by his couansel

| that, in view of the Indictment

pendi nst
him n Brooklyn chargiog him with collugion with
revenue oficers to delraud the govermiuent, il
woitld be njudlcions for mm 0 make the jull
stutement which e bad been ready and wiling ta
make., He was ready, huwewver, o give 1o Lhe
committee such general wforwation on the sub.
Ject as e possessed.

te was Informed by the Chalrman and other
members of the Committee that the Commattes
could not sit aud llsten Lo any partisl statement ;
that he wus [reseut not by order ol the committe
but of his vwn volition, and in accordance
with uis own reguest in order that he might make
i inil and falr statement ol all the circuinstanccs
counected with his contract. If he was not pre-

red to do that and (0 auswer such questions as
he Committee might deslre to put to im the Com.
mittee would decliue Lo listen (o any partial or re-
stricled gratement,

Mr. Banborn’s counsel (Mr. Woodbridge, of Ver-
mont), justitied the posillon taken Ly lus clicnt,
aithough he expressed [is beliel tuat nothiuy
wiueh Sanborn conld say could prejudice lus case |
but 8till, out of cantion, be thought it better log
him not to sanbmit himselt 1o the exnmination ol
the committee, He alluded to the fact that there
Wwas & gentlenian preseut (upderstood to be an As-
AlBtant District Attorney Tom Brooklyn] watching
to take aavantage of auythtug thut Sanborn might

BOY.

‘The npehot of all thls pariey was that the com-
mittes wdjourned withoul any decision whether
sanborn stowid or should not be made 6 Withuvss,

BOOK TRADE BALE,

Sccond Day’s Sale. .

Considerable surprise was manifested by the at-
tendants on the trade sale now going on at the
Trade Sulesrooms of Messrs, George A, Leavitt &
Lo, Clinton Hall, on account of the large prices
obtained for tne publicatious of Messve. D Apple-
ton & Co., whose involce iInapgurated she sale on
Tuesday. This hous: was represented on the stand
by Mr. Walter S, Appleten, and 1t was due to his
exertions that the books of this firm were so
cagerly sought for. [s would be lovidlousa o make
any particular mention of the oerings by this
firm, Sufliclent to say that their lines embraced
sclentifie, medical, educational and c¢lussic works,
raling as standard among the trade. Thelr In.
volee hrougat over §15,000.

Yesterday's sale wis commenced with toe in.
voice of Messra. Estes & Lauruar, of Boaton, cou-
#isting of historical, bosanical and standard works,
varylog from iwenty-five cents to $75 eaci. This
was (ollowed by the contribution of My, Willlam 4
Widdieton, of New York, comprising choice clis.
Rios, histories and other works. Messrao Little,
Hrown & Uo,, of Hoston, followed next on the cata-
logue, with & fine selection of various publications,
all of sheir own munulacture.

Messrs, William Womd & Uo., of Xew York, had a
full line of medical and scientille WOorks, On
thelr #chool books a periect raid occarred. Of
“Hrown's First Lines of Engilsh Grammar,’ in.
voiced al 250 coples, over 5,00 vulumes were sold
at Inll prices

Hinton & Co,, of New York, had a amall involee
of uf:rmm publicatiots, winch sold well up to the
re| riced,

ﬁruen: ?I'lll.‘l.‘l.'l‘f was manifeated in the involee of
Moessrs, Leo & Shepard, of Boston. A rald was
made on the Ol er Optis' serres.

Robert Colyer’s works sold well. Flijah Kel.
logg'a Works, . Madeline Leslie's  books,
shittle Oanary” series, “Soplite lug'-." ooks,
spotty Dimple” storles, “Littie _r“ BLories,
“lloss Abbott's™ storles, “Sunnybank™ stories,
sspringdaje’ stories, “Housenold Series of Stand-
ard Works," the “Musioal Beviea,” ‘‘I'wilight
stories,” Professor Towngsend's works, *Vacation
Story vooks," Cates & Woodward's “Encyclopmaia
of Dates' an ?16. #18, and §38 per volume. “New
Handy Hooks" and new publications ior the “:Ennu
01 1874, besides other standard works, sold ¥y up
to the lines and reguiar prices.

Charies Desilver, of Pinladelphia; Mason, Baker
& Pratt, of New York; G. W, Rochester, N,
Y.: Claxton, Remsen & Hafelfinger, of Philadel.

s, and A, J, Holman & Uo., of Pluladelpbia, each

ad good involees In y ny's sales, Whioh
thro! ut hm:ﬂ:: fail prices. Messra. J. K. Prau
\‘1!1:.;1 mltalm R Vilt were the auctioneers at

To-auy's offerings eommence with a fine iInvolos
of English worka contributed by Messrs. Scribner,
Wellord & Armstrong.

The possibility ar a new {(gsua af fnconvertinle
paper I regard with amagement antt anxiety, and,
in my fudgment, such an issue would de a detri
ment and a shame,—CHAULES SUMNER.
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